
NAFTA's Vicious Cycle

4    IMMIGRATION:  uprooted Mexican farmers have
contributed to increased immigration flows to the United
States.  According to the Institute for Agriculture and Trade
Policy, "In one of free trade's brutal ironies, many of these
Mexican trade policy refugees are joining the swelling flow of
immigrants who are harvesting and processing U.S. food in
often dangerous and low-wage conditions."

2    FARMERS UPROOTED:  Thousands of Mexican
peasants,stripped of subsidies and  unable to compete with U.S.
producers, have been driven from their land.  Once able to feed
their own families, they must now obtain cash to buy food,
despite limited income opportunities.

 7   U.S. AGRIBUSINESS:  The corporations that helped pressure
Mexico to allow duty-free U.S. corn imports under NAFTA have done
very well.   Cargill, the world’s largest grain trader and the  top-
ranked private U.S. company had net earnings in 1999 of $597
million, up from $350 million in 1992.

6    U.S. FARMERS:   In 2000, the price of corn sunk to the lowest level in a
quarter century—$1.80 per bushel compared to $5 as recently as 1995.
Although the U.S. Congress passed a farm bill in 2002 that provides billions
in subsidies, most go to large corporate farms, while family farmers continue
to decline.
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3   POVERTY INCREASE:  The World Bank reports that 82%
of rural Mexicans were living in poverty in 1998, up from 79%
in 1994.

5    BORDER PATROL:  U.S. spending on immigration controls
skyrocketedfrom $967 million in 1993 to $2.56 billion in 1999.
Thenumber of border patrol agents double to more than  9,000.
In 1999, 356 migrants died in desperate attempts to elude the
patrol while crossing the border.

1   INCREASED U.S. CORN EXPORTS:  During NAFTA's first seven years,
U.S. corn exports to Mexico increased an astounding eighteenfold.  On the
surface, this sounds like good news for U.S. farmers and for Mexicans
looking for lower prices on their staple food. The  reality is more complicated.
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