BThe ok to the Future”

Lo
By M=rtin Luther Elné,

Mr, Chairmer, Mr. Herton, distingul tghad guests, ladies and gentlemen:
it is & grest privilsge end & digtinet honor fer me to heve the cpoertunity
of being pert c¢f the twenty- #ifth anrivercary observance of the Hignlander
Follk Schocl. I hasve lcng zdmired the ne ble purpeee and crestive work of tals
fnetitution. For tweniy-Iive years you nave stood with csunilses courage ant
fearless determineiion. You have glven the Seutk soms of its moel reepocsiiie
lesders 1n thie grest reriod of transitlos. Aﬁ: so I ap naopy to congraiulste
you today? for all of vour great work, &nd nope for you many Dore yRars of
crestive ard mseningful work,
T cen not bezin my telk this morning without pausing te bring you griet-
Mortzom , blevema; end I bring you specizl greetings frer the
c ¢ of Montzomery, who mere then & year ago cane t¢ see that
tely more honorable to welk in dleaiuv ther ride in humilistico.
I bring you greetings frem & P or1 i tirsd fes
for tired gouls ani walk the 8 & 1 '
of enforced aegregation iz bus trén pC”taticn baJ b:en remov,“.
I'm certeinly heppy to be ke
——was we just hzard, you woul
e

¥
Parks I'n also happﬁ te se
fate, uulpb Lherneth

all ¢ these monihs, I sLTE tn&* I voice the sentime s of Mg, Psrhs
and Reverend Aternat”v an? ell of the 50,000 Kegre citizens of hcrtg mET
when I sev to you thal we are eternelly "“aue“i..1 to ezch of you for your
morel suppert in cur etrig sele fcr buman ﬂ**n ty ani first-cless citlze:s::;.

niributicns. Many of you wers wi uz
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Merny of wou seni fir g
gpirit, end we reaiize thzt &5 w2 walgeJ the strests of kc:t:::ﬂ:y we 333
pot waik slzoe: thet hunireds and thousance of peorle of goodwili w=lkes
wvith us. And we ere gretefil to you fer tret.

T'r alsc heppy to shere the speekirs responsibilities this rorning wildn
Aubrey Williams, one of tn® nobie persanzlities of our timeg, &nL It gure we
will be et rnall} greteful to him for tbe work that he kas dong in ibe &res
of humsrn relsticns, &nd for the many things tket he hes dong 30 Iaxe 149
South ¢ better Scuth sxd the world e better world,

] hevs besn seked to spsek from the subject "The Book to the Future.”

In order to lcck tc the future it ie often pecessery tc get e clezr picture of
the past. In order tc kKnow where we are going it is often nscessery Lo Bs¢

from whence we have cowe,

And sc [ berin with & survey of pest devziopmente in the arse of race
relations. As we look cver the long swsep of race relstions in kisrica, w2
potice thet thsre hss beern somsihing of an evolutiorery growth over the vezre.
There have beer &t lesst three dlstincd periods in the nistery of rece rels-
tione in thie nsticr, each representin: g“owth cver the former periol.

Tt 1g irterseting 1o nole that in esch p@"*’“ there finellr oEze &
decisior fron toe Buprems Court to glve the lepsl eni constizuticznel TeLlitit;
to the damipert thoight peiterns of thst particular per. i.

The firei perisd iz ihe eres of rece reletions erxtenmied froi JEi- o
1863, Thiz wee the perfod of siavery. Durdng this period the hegro wee &2 LA A
pather ther & "ce’, & thing to be used rether 1her, & perEon te be respeclel.

$e3 cof in & vest planietion mathirns.
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In 1857, towsrd the end of this period, there finelly ceme & decision from
the Suprere Court to glve legel and constitutional velidity to the whole
system of slevery. This decicion, known && the Dred Scott Decision, stated in
gubstance thst the Negrc ie nst a citizen of this mation; be 1is merely proper-
ty subject to the @¢ictetes of kie ownsr.

The essond period inm the dev =;opment of race relations in Americe exien-
ded, broadly sueaxﬁna from 1663 to 1954. We may refer +o thie gs "the period
of aegreaatloh. In 18?6, +hrough the femous PlEnSV vereus Ferguson Decleloxn,
the Supreme Couri cctablished the doctrine of "separave bt eau;i” es the law
of the land. Through this decielern the dorinent peiterne of this second siage
of race relatiors wes given legal and constitutionel valicity.

Fow we mugi afzit '+ ihle seccnd period wes BOEIINITE of ar improvenent
over the firs: period of rece relstions, pesguss it 8t lezzi fresi the Negre
from the boniege of physicsl slavery. It wee not ihe besi stage, becauss
segregation is &t netior nothing but slavery covsres ur with certsin npiceiles
of corplexity. So the rezult of this sezond period wes thet the Nezrc ended
up being plungsi scress Lhe eryss of exploitstion, for he experienced ths
tleakness of narzing injustice.

The third period i ne development of race relstions in America haec its
beginning on Mey 17, 1 may refer te this as fthe period of complete end
constructive intezrati Supremre C urtls decisicn which ceme to give legal
and constitutionsl vel the dominant thouc“u sternz cof this pericd,
said in substernce thatl Flessy Docirine mist g0. Separete facilitiss ¥
were inhere ntly nneouel, end that to segre:ate s chiid on the besis ¢f hie

ce ig to deny thei child tne eq aa- protection of the law.

2 s¢ es s result of this Gacigion, ws find ourselves gteniing on ihe
threshold of the third snd most constructive period in ihe develcpmsut of race
reletions in the histery of our petion. To put it in Bitlicel terms: "we bave
broken slooss from the Egypt of slavery. We have movel throurh the wilderpess
of %seperste but ejusl’, end now we siend on the bordesr of toe prezissl lznd
of integraticn. "

The grest moTal challenge thzt confronis gach of us st this momeznt s A
work passionstely end unrelentingly for the complete reslizetion of the dazzls
and principles ¢f thig third period. we must net rest until segregstion end
discrimipaticn have besh 1izuidetel in every ares of our netion's life.

he we stend et the threshold of this trird periol ¢f r&cte reletions, WE
notice twn conirziiciery fercez & work in the Sputks the forces of defiancs
and the forcss of compliance. O ths cre hand we netics the resurgshce of tie
Fu Klux Pden ard the rise of ine Ymiee Citizens Courcils, On ihe oioer hent
ve notice comstruciive ferees et work seeking to cresie & DE4 TEIPEST fer
human dipnity.

In order te get & clearsr picture of the situstion, we may lpck BY eLlr
of these forces separeisely, the past three years, en? witness the tirtp in tne
South of tie U.S. Frnights ef the Ku Flux KlaL. tlnost deal for mere than Wi
decades, the Fian has gLspsd £ NEW revivel. Thie ergszizsticn 1S Zeterminel Lo
preserve seg ggeticn a8l any cost. Its methods Ere crude 3 imitive

Unlike +he Elen of 20 yeers &gd, tkic new Flan coes i
membsre the so-callel frespectable people: It drews its T

undereducsted £nd underpriviiegel LTOUDS: mhey see in th
gtatus & politizel &n cpoperic threst. And althousn the
the power thet 11 onoe poecescet, we Mgt rot teke 31 3%
fece of ell ¢f itse sction if tne ugly the =
and religieus bigeiry ihel maf BiwsT¥E vi
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Ther there are the Wnite Citlzens Councils. Since they cperate on &
bigher politicsl end economic level than the Flan, & balce of respsctetility
hovere over ther. But like the Flen, they ere det ermined to preserve pegregeti

end thereby defy ithe sogrspelion rulinge of the Suprems Court Trﬂ" bese

their defense on legel meneuvers of interpcsition end rpullificellcn.
Unfortunetely for those who dlisagree with the Councile, thwir methols do
not stop with Zegsl taciics. Trelr methols range fr th“ab £ end intlpd
dation to eccnomic reprissls egeined Negro men and WO, These maih
slso extend tc white perscus whe 311 dere tc teke e stenl for justice.
They demand absclute confermity frop whites and sbiect surmissieon frax
Negro&s,

The effects of ihe Courcils' activities are pot difficuii to
First, they heve brought man) white meisrates to the peint that t
feel free io diseuss the ifesues invelved in desegregeticn for fes
they will be lebeled, &nd chernnels of commurnicetion betwesr whites ent
Negroes ere now closel. Gerteiulx this ie tragic: men hate esch other
beceuse they fear each other; they fear each cther because they dor 't know
esch other; they don't know cach other beceuse they can't communicele Witk

re Separ

1
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eech other; they can't commmmnics cete with ezch cther becmuse they &

vy e
eted from each clfer.

Arother effect of the Citizens Counciix ie thst of chn rp the wsy for
viclence. It is true that they clten piously &rguc that they athor vicleuncs,
but by defiance of the law, thelr unethicel methods, &nd tﬂei vitrioldc publl
pronounccmcrtc sctually create the etmosphere for viclence, The Wnits Citizens
Councils sleng with the Fu Klux Fian must be held responsible fer alil of
the terrcr, mct rude and b motel murdere thet neve encompessst the Soutt

for the lest seversl mdpu“u.
There ig snciher sids bc +re Sputh thel counterbelierces 1he Elarn ens

the Counciis. It is the werk cf kundreds of persons in the write el whi
reslize that they cernct cul themselves of7 frf tbe rest of the zmeticn.
They are werking in ruZ€Tous, urourlicized weys to impler rert the rilinge of
the Suvreme Court enc meke the ideal of brotherheod e reality.

Dese:reg&tioz, too is srnesrine in ute K
& few specteculer weys ir ell of the
of college cexyuses in ioe South; it £
schools ¢of the Scutkb. Sepereis weliti o :
from the eirlinss, treins enc Dusses LELIT T z
public offices in cities cf the Deep S5 ou-h and mauy minieteriel ssecoligticnd
are integreting. Whiic the resc ciionery guerdians of the pletug gup &re besr €
erying “hnverﬁ', the system of segregetion is crumbling &ll erounc.

Now what of ihe future? F;rst, let us admit thst the resstionery foroes
of the white South present cerielrn berriers teo lruegrs+*or Lhet wiil nise T
trensition much more difffcuit, Tney will seek tc delsy irtegreticn & long

+ o

85 possible ty & veriety ¢f legel tactice
Ws must elso fece the fa"t toet tnese deleys ere not mere

guerd action of professiok iroue. Mery cf the Soutrernere

integreticn pelieve Witk L»L”’ devoutrese thst wnat they ac
themgelves, inelr feriliee &rnd their netion, This Pua;-tv of
inr infinitely moTe difficult, Bur ir epd

the job of QesesTerEL int
the opporertz ¢f desspTs cetion ere fighting 8 losing -1tle.
{e gone, mever to relur: BFEiT.
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Mary of the p“oh’ems that we ere confronting in the Bouth uouav ETOV

out of the futile ett empt of the
velues that ceme into beirg und
survive in & day of democrstic

cause, We must gain conscletion
foress that wlll defacst in time

e white Soutk tc ne“pet" te g systerm of humen
er a feudelistic plentetion sycter which C&:ﬂcu
63 u&‘itariaulsm. Yesy the Cld Soutk is 8 les

the fect thal there ere ccn nstructive
all the barrisrs of opposition:

First, if the South ie To gurvive escnopicelly, 1t rust inevitebly
industrialize. We gee 8igns ¢f thie vigeroue ipdus spielizetion with tbe coi-
coritant orga::zs—:t:cr throuchont every SoULLETT stete. Dey afver cey ibe
South is receiving new Tl (4i-million doller infusiries. With thiis growkn ¢f
industry the fellkweys of white supremecy will necszserily DESE EVET .

Moreover, Scullzrners &rs legroing to be good Dusinessmsn, sng &g sucth
reslize that bigotry is costiy erd bed for busines

Thie groweh of indusiry will incresse the T
and this sugmepted purchasinig power will be refliec ,
improved mecicel cere, end greeter educeticnel ODE
exemplifies furiker weskening of segregetion.

It must alsc be etressed thsl as trdusiry egrows in the Souih, organized
labor will become moTe lnllae:tial in this section, Crgerized lebor hesz provel
to be cne cf the moet pewsrful forces ip repcvins the Elight of serregetior
and diseriminstion from our peticn, lebor leaders wie ely reelize that the for-
ces that are enti-kegro ere wsuelly enti-lsbor, end vice verst. And e
prganized lebor is ome of the Kegro'e strongest & 11ies in the strugsie for
fresdom.

In spite of screats of "Over py dead body will any chenge ccme,” one mmel
not minirize the impsct upen the Scuth of Federsl court actions. Federal
Court decrees heve slterst trenspertetion pallerne, ducetionel mores, use
of golf courses, end = mried of other meiiers. These MAJOT goclel change:

her % ents f life.

have accumilztive force poniitioping ot\
The Scutl, next, revesle INCTEas ing gensl
opirion. Few indead sre the Soutlerners whe relieh

y tc the for:z of werlc
heving their stotue jumped

[
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in the sems cetegory wiik ne Union of Souinh Africe es & finel refuge ¢f
gegregetion, 1T iz nev rlesssnt, either, to be shown now Boutnerrn Intranci-
gence feriifies rerewrist eppesle e helen and African pecples, Here is ¢ s
oqi}furtbe“ crippling ewey st 213 pet )
1o hopeful is the WeY in
public end privale, &TE incresel
go unheerd meny times, amic the

is felt &anc g*ow;

More and more the voic
yaars we bed te fsce the tr
ging, "In Cb,.n, i
Christisrn Ameri
eyee and move X ;
Churches ell over FEEIIRENEXE t
their consciences Enc TC
the churchez ere wiiling
of oce bleod Got T RAE dé
the eartb.”

ar
Therk Cod we




Lastly, the determingticr of the Negro hipself te gain freedon end egual-
ity is a most powerful feree thet will nltimately defest the barriere of inte-
gretion. For meny yesrs the Negre tacitly accepted secregation. He wes the
victin of stagnant passivity and deadening comLlecency. Tee forces of sisvery
and segregetion caused many Ferroes to feel thet perhaps they were inferior.

But throughk the forces of history someihing keppenel tc the Negro: ke came to

oo

feel thet he was somebody. He ceme to feel thzt the importent thirg about &
msn ie net his specificiiy, but bie fundementur; nol the eclsr of his skinm nevT
the texture of his heir, but ihe texture end guslity of hig soul.

With this new eense of digr.ity end new gelf~respect, & new hsgro emzrgel.
So there bsz becen B reveluticnery chenge in the Nezro's evelusticn ¢f his nst-
ure anc deeting, exni & consezitent determinstiorn to gokisws fresdon ant humss
dignity, whetever the coet msy be.

Forturstely, the Kegro hes been willing to grerrie with 8 nev Bnd poveY-
ful approsch to kis prevlien in the Seuthk, namely nen=viclerce. It is my
great hope thet ag the Neprc plunges deeper invc the guast fer freedcm, he wil
plunge deeper into ha philosephy of pon-viclencs., he & Tace We must strug-
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gls pagsicnately &nd URre. rtingly fer the goel of justice, mut we must be
gure that our henos &re clear. ip the strugsle, We moet never struggle Witk
falsehoody hate, or msliceé. We must never become bitier; we past never sucourh
to the temptetion of using viclence in the siruggle. T¢ thig heppens, unbirns
generations will be thke rseipients of & long ané cesclele night of bitter-
pess, and cur chiel legacy to the future will be &n encless relen of

meeninglese chaos.

I reelize that this epprosch will meer suffering and geerifice, Apnc scme
will ask, "Whev 1f these scte of violence centinue end incresase &S & resull
of the Negrc following 1hie pethod? Wnet then carn be ris defense?" His defenss
is to meet every act of viclerce toward an incividuel Fegro with the fadt trnet
there ere thoussnis of others who will presert themselves ir kis plece as EEX
potertiel victims. i® tne ¢ppressors bomb ihe home cf ore Kegrc for wnis
cause, then tkis moct be met by the fact thei they will bs recuired o
bomk the homas of hunirecs erd thouserds of Regrees. If they deny bresd enc E
milk to Negre children whoge parenis want ther to be free, ther tney mist bLe
required ¢ Gery theae cklldren every nececeity of lile, waler gnl air
itself.,

This dyrnezic unity, ihie spezing self-resceat, trie willingness 1o
guffer ani this refusel to hit, besk will soorn CEIEE the oprreszor to becoms
aghamed of bis owr meihods. You will lezve him glutield with his own bar-
barity; you will foree hin te stand telore the worid ent his God splettersl
with the tloed ani resking with the stench c¢f his Negre prevher. This, it
geems tc me, ic tfe only velil answer.

With ali these forces working together, I am convinced that we C&n Dring
the third perioed of rece reletions in hmerice to 1te M1 reslisedion irotbs
not-toc—distent future. So my snswer ic the guestion of our whesre is kel
the future is 7illed Witk vast end marveloue pescibilities, Trie is & grEeL
time to be elive. Let ue nol despail,

Let ue res_ize thet as we gimgrle for justice ens freedor we LEVE COSILT
comperionsnits Tne arc of the mcTal ariverge ig long out it bends LOWer:



justice. As Carl 15le says, "No lie car live forever." As Williem Cullen

Brysnt says, "Truth, crusl'e‘ to earth, wiil rise spair.” And as cemes

Russell Lowell says, "Truto rParever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the

throne; yet that sceffcld sways the future, and Dehlnu the dir unimown £lEni:

God wit*ip the shedow, keeping weteh atove his own.”
And so let go ott and werk with reneswed v** r to make th

work of costi v & realil iz

keep moving.

ty in our generetl

By ﬂﬂ;ua*n techrisel words ir the vecehulary, &b
which ters to beccme cliches &nd sterectynes, psyehol
which iz probebly ussd mOre fresuently uthen &ry otber
chologys it is the word fmelslijusted.” This word is t

pew child meychnic
Now 1n &

sphrenic pers n&l tins. Eut
e I am preud to be malad
t be malsifusted. 1 nev
T pever irbend to &l
¢ effects of diecripli
inequelities &f en €
to give lwmries to les
ecs of militerism and the gel
c Jadjus
r
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in our soci 1 system to woi
guggect thev you, toc oL b
to the viclousness of
of segregetior end th
to adjust myself o
necessities x& fror
to become adjusted to the
method of physicel vioWDrce.
For you see Xk il mey b

of the ma;adguetei. Tne cu%ll ern;
melad justed, &nl melad justel ez the Erophel Amoe, W

justices of hie day, could cry oul in terme thet ech
"let 1uq€ew,“h run dowe 1lke uate*s grc rizhtecusnss
i had the vieien to see the

as meladjusted &g LiDT
not survive ual* £i8VE ~-free; as malaijust el &8
in gted to slaverv ould ory oul

midst of an ez
to cocmie p‘ i I eg
Creator with csrt
pursuit of hapr il
dreem a dresk ©
at men amid the i
Emplre, and coulc
gwordy" & Jesus Wit o
say to them, "love your gneries;
that despitefully use yoa. "
The world is in despeTei
melad jusimedt we will be able g
of man's inbumazizy te men, intc ths b 1znt end
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